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Aid to Artisans Mission Statement:

We create opportunities for low-income artisans around the world to build profitable businesses inspired by handmade traditions.  We offer access to new markets, business training, eco-effective processes and design innovation through a network of partners to promote sustainable growth and community well-being.
Market Readiness Program™ (MRP)
New York International Gift Fair

Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, New York, New York

August 14 - 18, 2010
PROGRAM GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
1. To provide international producers and exporters with an introduction to the US market for handmade gifts and decorative accessories through:

· Direct exposure to the New York International Gift Fair

· Seminars on market demands, expectations, market segments and product categories  

· Guided tours of retail stores with craft experts

· Networking opportunities

· Expert Panel question and answer sessions

2. To provide participants with an understanding of US trends and buying preferences along with resources for conducting their own market research on the web

3. To review participants’ sample products and provide recommendations for improving their US market potential

4. To promote and encourage ideas for new product development for export, based on market demands

5. To understand the process and variables of exporting, the export distribution channels.

6. To facilitate self-assessment of product and organizational “market readiness” for export.

7. To have participants understand the process of costing and pricing their products so that they are inline with the market and profitable for their organization 
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Market Readiness Program™ at the New York International Gift Fair

Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, New York, New York

August 14 - 18, 2010
Registration Form
· To receive a discounted rate of $1799.00, return the completed registration form and full payment by June 18, 2010
or
· To hold your space at the full rate of $1999, return a $500 deposit and a completed registration form by July 1, 2010.  The entire program fee of $1999 must be paid in full no later than July 16, 2010.
Questions can be directed to ATA by email at training@aidtoartisans.org
Section 1 - Personal information (please complete all sections) 

	Family name (as written on passport)

	First name (as written on passport)

	Male       (   

Female    (
	Name of Organization/Business



	Title/Job duties


	Address for Correspondence



	Fax


	Telephone

	Email


	Web site

	Place of Birth
Date of Birth   month/day/year
	Country of Citizenship



	Passport Number (Required information)
Date of Expiration
	Do you hold a current US visa? 

If yes, visa type

	Do you have a university degree?

Education/Degree(s)
	If yes, institution name
Date degrees awarded

	Please describe your goals and objectives for attending this program: (required)
What is the greatest challenge you face in your work?



	How did you find out about this program:

( Word of mouth
( Email from ATA
( Through another program/producer (indicate name) __________________

( From the ATA web site
( From a buyer (indicate name)__________________

( From a funder (indicate name) __________________

( From a past MRP / AMRP/ IMRP participant (indicate name)__________________

	Are you connected to ATA in some way or have you heard of us before? (Please describe details)




Section 2 - Business or Organizational Profile 

	Briefly describe your business or organization



	How many employees in your organization? 

How many artisans are associated with your organization:  Women         Men

	What type of craft do you work with?  Please be specific.  


	What raw materials do the artisans use?



	What is your current production capacity? (in units or dollars/month)



	What are your current local market outlets?



	Are you currently exporting and if so what are your export market outlets?


	Number or value of items exported each year




Section 3 - Language 

	Native Language


	Other languages spoken


If English is your second language, how well do you speak, read and understand English? Please check one.

	
	Fluent
	Conversational
	Beginner

	Speak
	
	
	

	Read
	
	
	

	Understand
	
	
	


All instruction is conducted in English. ATA can provide an interpreter at an additional cost to you. Please indicate (check) if you would like an interpreter and language of instruction preferred:

	 (   Yes, I need an interpreter for all program sessions and activities
	Language


Signed ____________________________________Date ______________________________

Please check the appropriate box below and note your form of payment.

____   My payment for the MRP is enclosed for the discounted rate of $1799.
____   My deposit of $500 is enclosed.  Full payment of the remaining $1499 will be made before July 16, 2010.

Please make checks out to “Aid to Artisans/MRP” and mail to:
Aid to Artisans

1030 New Britain Avenue, Suite 102
West Hartford, CT  06110 USA

Tel: (860) 756-5550  Fax: (860) 756-5558

Please provide the following information to pay by credit card:

Name on credit card:


Credit Card Number:


Expiration Date:
_____________________________
 ____________________________  _______________

_______________________________________________

Signature of credit card holder

Special arrangements can be made for payment by wire transfer for an additional $25 fee.
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Market Readiness Program at the New York International Gift Fair

Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, New York, New York

August 14 – 18, 2010
Additional information regarding payment and program:
Payment, Cancellations and Refunds:  a $500 deposit of the program fee is required to hold a space in the program along with your completed registration form by the due date. Payment in full is due - two weeks before the program begins. Please note you will not be admitted to the program if we have not received your payment in full. See deadlines noted on the registration form.
Cancellations must be received – two weeks before the program begins for a full refund of your deposit.  No refunds will be given after this time. Should any circumstances require ATA to cancel the program, all payments will be refunded in full.

The program fee includes all workshops, site visits, one-on-one consultations, program events, training materials, and show registrations. There is a free shuttle bus that will take participants from their hotel to the show and back if lodging is arranged by ATA. The program fee does not include round trip airfare, hotel, visa, or meals, interpreter costs, and incidentals.  
NOTE: ATA is not responsible for any medical costs incurred by participants during the MRP program.  If participants wish to purchase medical and medical evacuation insurance, they can do so directly through Wallach & Company, Inc. by emailing info@wallach.com.

Hotel Accommodations and other expenses:
You are responsible for booking your hotel reservation or other appropriate accommodation. Please go to the following hotel booking website http://www.myglmtravel.com/. Under select your show select NYGF Summer 2010. Then under select attendee type select NYGF buyer. Under hotel selection we recommend the Hilton Garden Inn Times Square. The rates for the Hilton Garden Inn Times Square range from $149 to $179. All rooms are non-smoking.  

In addition, each person should plan on at least $50.00 per day for meals and incidental expenses. Travel arrangements, including passports, visa applications, and airline tickets are the responsibility of each participant. Please notify ATA at least 2 weeks prior to the start of the program of your exact arrival and departure times and confirmation of your hotel reservation.
What to bring:

Samples: You should bring a few product samples for a small display in the training room and for product review by ATA consultants. We recommend that you choose samples that best represent you and your producers. All sample products must be marked and labeled as if ready for export with a Country of Origin label, fabric content for textiles, price, terms, delivery, and production capacity.

According to the rules of the show, training room samples cannot be exhibited or sold on the showroom floor. The objective of the Market Readiness Program is training and establishing contacts with potential buyers, rather than producing immediate sales from sample products. Please keep this in mind as you plan which samples to bring with you. Bring only single samples that can be hand-carried. The total value should not exceed $300.00 US. If you bring too many items, you may be charged as you come through US Customs. Also, please keep in mind that space will be limited in the training room.

Business cards, color photos and/or brochures are also good marketing tools at the fair.  You should also bring a notebook for taking notes.  If this is your first visit to the US, ATA strongly encourages you to do advance research.  The internet is an excellent tool.  Visit www.nyigf.com.
In summer (August MRP), please bring a sweater or jacket as buildings in the US are air-conditioned. 
In winter (January MRP), be prepared for cold weather and snow.  
Smoking is not permitted in most public buildings, restaurants, or hotel rooms.  [image: image4.png]
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